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Egyptians." Who does not feel, in reading this
sentence, that Clement is warning his readers
that he gives them a saying on an authority less
generally accepted than that of the Canonical
^ Gospels ?

Clement died about 220 A.D., so this sentence
was probably written before that year. Is it
conceivable that by going back about thirty or
forty years further we reach a time at which there
is actually no trace of the existence of three out of
four of the Gospels which Clement describes as
"handed down to us" (i.e. to Christians at
large) ? If it be so, surely the absence of traces
must be accidental. Moreover, such strong
testimony at so early a date makes us feel that
a careful search is likely to be rewarded by the
discovery of still earlier traces which have been
overlooked. It is becoming difficult to believe
that there are none.

But we will have one more witness to the
state of things existing after the magic year 180,
before we go back to an earlier time. Irenseus,
Bishop of Lyons in 180 A.D., is too important a
witness to pass by. In spiritual descent, he was
of the third generation only from the Lord Him-
self. Christ taught S. John, S. John taught